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Ready, set, build

T
A

alk about fast. Only a week after the Legislature’s speedy action on Toyota’s incentives, work began on the ground itself. First
job: site clearing. Within three weeks, well
ahead of its May 1 deadline, Hill Brothers
had cleared the 335 acres on which the core site
would sit.
t the 51-day mark, it was time for another
landmark event. Hundreds gathered April
18 at the Wellspring site to watch company officials and local dignitaries turn the
soil and again talk of the partnership – “a
marriage of the futures” – between Toyota and Northeast Mississippi.
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C. TODD SHERMAN

The groundbreaking ceremony for the Toyota plant at Blue Springs was held April 18. Some 2,000 construction workers will be needed to build the 1.5 million-square-foot plant.

$1.3 billion facility will build
150,000 Highlanders per year
BY DENNIS SEID
The Daily Journal

BLUE SPRINGS – When the
first Highlander SUV rolls off
the line at the Toyota Mississippi plant, the next one will
come 90 seconds later. In fact,
a Highlander will be produced
every 90 seconds at the plant,
which is scheduled to begin
production by 2010.
But first comes the building
of the $1.3 billion facility west
of Tupelo.
On April 18, local, state and
company officials held a
groundbreaking ceremony at
the former Wellspring Project
megasite. There, Toyota this
summer will begin laying the
foundation of its eighth North
American vehicle assembly
plant in what one company
official called “a marriage of
futures.”
Some 2,000 construction
jobs will be needed to build
the 1.5 million-square-foot

plant, which initially will employ some 2,000 production
workers.
The Toyota Mississippi
plant – as it will be known officially – will have an annual capacity of 150,000 vehicles.

Worldwide expansion

Katsuaki Watanabe, president of Toyota Motor Corp.,
said the facility fits nicely into
the company’s strategic plan.
Highlanders will be built for
the first time outside of Japan
when Toyota Mississippi
comes on line.
“Highlander has become a
popular model since it was introduced here in 2001,” he
said. “With local production
our hope is that the Highlander will become even more
popular as a true American
mid-size SUV.”
This plant is an important
part of Toyota’s expansion
worldwide, he noted, and in

line with its policy to produce
vehicles where demand is.
Toyota’s North American capacity will increase to about
2.2 million cars and trucks
once the plant begins production. The automaker is vying to
supplant General Motors as
the world’s largest automaker,
and a key part of that is increasing its market share in the
U.S., where it is nipping at the
heels of No. 2 Ford.
“We have a strong and ongoing commitment to building
vehicles here in America,”
Watanabe said. “Our goal for
this new plant is to make a positive contribution to the quality of life in local communities
and around the state. And we
are confident our 2,000 Toyota
Mississippi team members will
produce the highest quality
products on earth, further
adding to this area’s prosperity

Turn to TOYOTA on Page 11J

Welcome Toyota!
Thanks for Choosing
North Mississippi.

Gloster Creek Village • Tupelo • 844-4888 fax: 844-3006
www.heavenlyham.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-6 • Sat. 10-3
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Toyota Mississippi
groundbreaking events
April 18, 2007
Opening entertainment
Partlow Drummers

Welcome and introductions
Jim Wiseman, vice president
Toyota Motor Engineering and
Manufacturing North America
Remarks
Katsuaki Watanabe, president
Toyota Motor Corp.
Jim Press, president Toyota
Motor North America
Ray Tanguay, executive vice
president Toyota Motor
Engineering and
Manufacturing North America
Musical performance
The Landmarks
Remarks
Gov. Haley Barbour
Greetings
Sen. Thad Cochran
Sen. Trent Lott
Rep. Roger Wicker
Musical performance
Touch of Harmony
Tribute to local officials, PUL
Alliance & landowners
Special presentation
Groundbreaking ceremony
Concluding remarks
Jim Wiseman

Welcome
Toyota
Classic
Finishes

From all of us at

• Paint • Wallcovering • Flooring • Blinds

“We Sell the Best”

1181 West Main Shopping Center
Suite A • Tupelo, MS 38803 • 662-842-0366
Across from Mac’s Tire Center

Lee County
Tax Collector
Leroy E. Belk, Jr.
and
Staff

WELCOMES
TOYOTA

P.O. BOX 271 • TUPELO, MS 38802
Auto Tag: 662-841-9034
Property Real & Personal:
662-841-9035
Mobile Home Taxes:
662-841-9036
Fax: 662-841-9148
www.ms1stop.com
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Hill Bros. Construction Co. of Falkner cleared the 335-acre Toyota site in 16 days. The company was under contract
to finish in 45 days, but beat that by 29 days.

Thank You
Toyota
from

Country Squire
1270 Oakvie w / Tupelo / Just off Hwy 78 and Veteran’s Blvd.

662-680-8660

Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 5pm -10pm
To Go Orders Welcome / Par ty Rooms Available
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WELCOME
HOME

TOYOTA
HIGHLANDER SUV

You’ve Never Bought Furniture Like This Before

121 N. Coley Road / Tupelo, MS

662-841-0222

69 N. Coley Road / Tupelo, MS

662-620-0902
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NEMiss counties set sights on suppliers
BY LEESHA FAULKNER
Daily Journal

TUPELO – A regional effort
brought Toyota Mississippi to
Northeast Mississippi through
the PUL Alliance, made up of
Pontotoc, Union and Lee
counties.
But, it seems, many counties
will make individual efforts to
lure the manufacturer’s suppliers.
Already, counties in Northeast Mississippi have begun
wooing potential suppliers for
the Toyota manufacturer by
letting state and regional development agencies know
what they have to offer.
In turn, suppliers have contacted the state, looking for potential sites.
At least 2,000 people will
hold jobs at the Toyota assembly plant when it begins producing Highlander SUVs,
probably in late 2009.
Suppliers to Toyota mean

jobs and factories locating
within a 60-mile radius of the
Toyota Mississippi site near
Blue Springs, about 10 miles
northwest of Tupelo.

Preparation under way

The suppliers won’t all come
at once, but the framework for
bringing them in has started.
Already, supplier industries
are contacting the Mississippi
Development Agency, which
has five people designated to
help link suppliers and Toyota.
One of the contacts, Gene
Strong, led the Kentucky Economic Development Cabinet
for 15 years before retiring.
“He will be working with the
governor and MDA to further
identify over 100 suppliers that
are in Kentucky and potentially
will be suppliers for this company,” David Rumbarger, CEO of
the Community Development
Foundation, said last week in an
update for members of the PUL

Alliance about the coming suppliers.
That doesn’t mean those 100plus suppliers will beat down
the doors to get into Northeast
Mississippi right away.
“The estimate now is that we
could see between six and 12
suppliers in the first three years
and probably four to six suppliers every year after that,” Rumbarger said. “Now, these are
people anywhere from services
businesses, selling gloves, safety
vests and hard hats, all the way
to folks who are going to be
shipping body panels into the
plant.”
Some of those suppliers will
have to locate within minutes of
the plant.
Toyota’s method of manufacturing is different from other
carmakers. It doesn’t store parts
in warehouses. Instead, the
manufacturer uses a “just in
time” method of securing parts
from suppliers.

Top factors
in site selection

■ Availability
■ Labor costs
■ Availability of labor pool
■ State and local incentives
■ Availability of high-speed Internet
access
■ Corporate tax rate
■ Occupancy or construction costs
■ Tax exemptions
■ Proximity to major markets
■ Energy availability and costs
■ Quality of life (low crime rate,
heath facilities, housing costs, colleges and universities in the area,
housing availability, ratings of public
school system, cultural opportunities, climate, recreation.
Take, for instance, the seats
that go into Toyota products.
Barbara McDaniel, a Toyota
spokeswoman, explained re-

cently that suppliers don’t start
making the seats until the vehicle’s body goes into the paint
shop.
Then, a computer orders the
seats. By the time the seats arrive, the vehicle is to that point
on the line for seat installation.
“The seats never sit on the
floor,” McDaniel said.

‘Just in time’ service

It’s that way with many Toyota suppliers. The 20-year-old
Toyota plant in Georgetown,
Ky., has a couple of suppliers
only minutes away – Vuteq,
which supplies glass windows
and windshields, and Johnson
Controls, which supplies seating.
The need for “just in time”
service is one reason industrial
parks close to the site are important in the early stages. Tim
Weston oversees economic development for the Tennessee
Valley Authority, which has

COMMERCIAL GLASS & GLAZING DIVISION
O V E R H E A D D O O R & M AT E R I A L H A N D L I N G D I V I S I O N
H O L L O W M E TA L D O O R & H A R D W A R E D I V I S I O N
INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE DIVISION
RESIDENTIAL GLASS & DOOR DIVISION
AWNING & CANOPY DIVISION

104 AIR PARK ROAD
POST OFFICE BOX 2705
TUPELO, MS 38803

worked a great deal lately with
Union, Pontotoc and Lee counties’ leadership on luring suppliers to their counties.
Right now, says Weston,
Union County, and more
specifically, Glenfield Industrial
Park in New Albany, seems to
have the edge over other sites
because of its location 15 minutes from the plant site.
The route from New Albany
to the ramp off U.S. 78 is fourlane all the way – no stop lights.
That makes a difference, said
Weston.
But other potential supplier
opportunities await counties
other than Union.
For example, addedWeston, a
supplier in another state might
provide a part for the Highlander under construction here.
Because Toyota doesn’t have
warehouses, that supplier
might want to use warehouse
space at some point between
Toyota Mississippi and its location.
“I think you’ll see a lot of activity on U.S. 78,” he said.
Toyota also could tap into an
automotive supplier already located in the area. Martinrea
Fabco is one of those. It’s located south of Tupelo in a Lee
County industrial park.
Toyota hasn’t given contracts
to suppliers, said Rumbarger, so
it’s anybody’s game right now.
“Just because you’re a supplier at Georgetown or at San Antonio or you’re a supplier at
Kyushu, where they’re making
the Highlander today, doesn’t
mean you’re an automatic. It
means you’re probably a preferred company, but they are
looking at local companies.”
The key in the search for suppliers and more jobs is patience, said Weston.
“A lot of people are focused
on the next 18 months,” he said.
“I think a lot of this will be fairly
close to the Toyota facility. But
there’ll be a next round of suppliers and a next. This is a longterm, impactful project from
which the entire region will
benefit.”
– Originally published May 6

www.cookcoggin.com
E-mail: info@cookgoggin.com

The vision to take
you to the future
Cook Coggin has been on the front end of many of our
region’s top engineering jobs. We see projects before
they’re even started — surveying, designing and
planning the best in what’s to come.
You’ve seen our work in roads and streets, industrial
parks, water facilities, wastewater facilities, airports, parks
and many other projects.
We’re always excited about the future, because that’s
what we do. And we’re happy to have been a part of this
region’s progress since 1946.

COOK COGGIN ENGINEERING, INC.

Offices in Tupelo, 842-7381 ■ Booneville, 728-1790 ■ Corinth, 287-2080 ■ New Albany, 534-6138 ■ Ripley, 837-3205
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What they said
HEARD IN DAYS AFTER TUPELO’S
SELECTION OVER CHATTANOOGA,
TENN., AND MARION, ARK.,
FOR THE TOYOTA PLANT:

“I think it’s going to
be a wonderful change
for the whole community. I think lifestyles
are going to change.”
– Gloria High

postmaster for Blue Springs

“Sherman has had a
lot of exciting things,
but nothing like this.”
– Connie Allen

Sherman city clerk

“There’s lots of
opportunities, but we
have to figure out how
are we going to keep
the comfort of a
small-city mentality if
this area explodes the
way it could.”
– Bill Rutledge

Pontotoc mayor

“Madison County
went from 30 deputies
to 52 deputies. I’m already thinking about
having to add people
to my department.”
– Tommy Wilhite

Union County sheriff referring to the growth
in Madison County from the Nissan plant

“Finishing second is
not bad. The important thing is the forward momentum has
not stopped and will
not stop.”
– Ron Littlefield

Chattanooga mayor

"We’re not going to sit
around and mope and
be depressed. We’re
going to get busy and
move forward.”
– Frank Fogelman

Marion mayor

Welcome
Toyota
from

Windward Oaks

!
D
L
SO

$186,500

Clear Creek Properties is proud to welcome Toyota. We
specialize in 2.00+acre wooded hillside homes with a
country setting. Only minutes away from Wellspring,
Winward Oaks is located in the Saltillo school district.
Available June 20th, brick/vinyl, architectural shingles,
oak cabinets, hardwood, carpet and tile. 2,289 square
feet, 4-bedroom, study/bonus, 2.5-bath.

31 CR 827 Hwy. 15 South • Blue Mountain, MS 38610

SHEFFIELD REAL ESTATE
SALES & APPRAISAL

1225 S. Gloster • 213-5522
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WELCOME
TOYOTA
THOMAS WELLS

Celebrating over 60 years of Irresistible treats!

Visit us at any of our area locations
• Tupelo - 1011 West Main St., 844-3144
• Tupelo - 836 Harmony Lane, 844-3137
• New Albany (Shell Gas Mart) 239 Hwy 30 West, 534-3728
• Amory (Exxon Express Shop) 1002 Highland Drive, 256-7905
• Pontotoc (Exxon Gas Mart) 125 Hwy 15 North, 489-1554
• Fulton (Huddle House/Baskin Robbins) 1604 S. Adams, 862-4451

Toyota and North Mississippi
A Sweet Combination!

Mike Gentry, from left, Michael Hogue and Allen Jolly take a few minutes and discuss the future of Blue Springs
since the announcement of coming Toyota assembly plant. Several Blue Springs landowners sold their property to
make way for Toyota.

Blue Springs landowners lauded
for making way for Toyota plant
BY CARLIE KOLLATH
Daily Journal

BLUE SPRINGS – Several of the landowners
who sold their property to make way for Toyota Mississippi had a welcome interruption
during their lunch at Wednesday’s groundbreaking.
Amid plates of barbecued ribs, smoked
chicken breasts and petit fours decorated
with Toyota logos, Katsuaki Watanabe, president of Toyota Motor Corp., and his entourage
made their way to the landowners’ table.
“He and his wife came over to us and shook
our hands,” said Frances Coleman, a
landowner who is still negotiating terms with
Toyota. “They were real nice.”

A free Toyota?

Coleman and the many other landowners
who sold their property were recognized during the groundbreaking for their ability to, as
noted in a video presentation, “put the interest of the community ahead of their own.”
Their names and pictures were displayed on a

screen in front of the more than 500 attendees.
“It’s not up to me, but we’d like to give each
of you a free Toyota,” quipped Jim Wiseman,
vice president of external affairs for Toyota
Motor Engineering & Manufacturing North
America. He quickly added that he was joking.
One of the names on the screen was Ralph
H. Gillespie, who sold 55 acres that had been
in his family more than 50 years. He said
when he was approached to sell it to make
way for the development, he did it.
“Of course, I hate to see things go,” Gillespie
said after the ceremony. “I’ve been around for
a while, but things change.”
The sold acreage does not include his home
in Endville, where he will continue to reside.
Coleman said she and her husband decided
to sell their land because “we wanted to help
the people around here get good jobs.”
“I guess it’s worth it all to give up our house
and business and all,” she said. “I’m really excited.”
– Originally published April 19

Urology
Professional
Association
Kevin H. Bond, M.D., F.A.C.S.
C. Stephen Farmer, II. M.D., F.A.C.S.
Paul B. Farabaugh, M.D.
Jonathan R. Kalish, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Wm. Hughes Milam. M.D., F.A.C.S.
J. Timothy Posey, M.D.
Barbara Young, Practice Manager

LITHOTRIPSY AVAILABLE 7 DAYS PER WEEK
Minimally Invasive Treatments For Incontinence
Urodynamics
Erectile Dysfunction
Infertility
Laser Surgery
Laparoscopy
Microwave Prostate Therapy
No Scalpel Vasectomy
CRYOSURGERY FOR PROSTATE AND KIDNEY
FULL RANGE OF UROLOGIC PROCEDURES

UROLOGY PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION
830 S. Gloster St. • East Tower • Fourth Floor
Tupelo, MS 38801 • (662) 377-7100
www.urologypa.com

Paul B. Farabaugh, M.D.
Kevin H. Bond, M.D.
Wm. Hughes Milam. M.D.
J. Timothy Posey, M.D.
Mickie Autry, CFNP, CUNP
C. Stephen Farmer, II. M.D.
Jonathan R. Kalish, M.D.
830 S. Gloster St. • East Tower • Fourth Floor
Tupelo, Mississippi 38802 • 662-377-7279
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Toyota
Continued from Page 2J
... so, let us begin an exciting
new partnership together.”

Praising the people

And it’s all about partnerships and the regional cooperation that helped bring the project to fruition. Several years
ago, officials from Pontotoc,
Union and Lee counties
formed the PUL Alliance to
work together to land a major
automobile
manufacturer.
They found land in Union
County and dubbed it the Wellspring Project, and the 1,700acre site was marketed globally.
Three years ago, initial negotiations began, said Gov. Haley
Barbour, and talks intensified
during 2006.
On Feb. 27, Toyota announced it would build the facility near Blue Springs, some
10 miles west of Tupelo.
As they noted two months
ago, Toyota officials said that
working with local leaders and

THOMAS WELLS

Blue Springs is located 10 miles
west of Tupelo.

seeing their cooperative efforts
was a major reason why the
company chose Northeast Mississippi.
Jim Press, president of Toyota
Motor North America, even
termed the newly forged ties a
“marriage.”
“This is truly a marriage – a
marriage of cultures, a marriage of futures and a marriage
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of our characters,” he said.
Press said Toyota wants to
plant the seeds “that will propel
this region, this union, to the
future of global competition.”
Noting that Toyota has experienced success in the U.S.
even as other companies struggled, Press said the value, quality and dependability in its
products were created by its
workers.
Press said he was impressed
by the strength and character of
Mississippians in the aftermath
of Hurricane Katrina, as they
worked to rebuild and recover
from the greatest natural disaster to ever hit the U.S.
“I knew then that by coming
together, our company would
be elevated together,” he said.
“Thank you for making us
part of your family,” Press continued. “We will fight the rest of
our lives to find a place in your
heart and your futures.”
Said Barbour: “We pledge
ourselves to moving forward,
together.”
– Originally published April 19

Call Today
(662)823-6416
1715 McCullough Blvd. Suite C,
Tupelo, MS 38801

Konichiwa,
Toyota!!!

Welcome to Tupelo and the
Tri-County area.

Best - Wade Petroleum

Tupelo • Corinth • Memphis • Ripley, TN

WELCOME
TOYOTA

Journal Publishing Company
welcomes Toyota to our
Northeast Mississippi family.

100 Days
And
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An exciting countdown is well underway.
Thanks to Toyota and an exceptional brand of
cooperation among state, regional and local
economic development allies, our Mid-South
area is being re-energized by the promise of
greater opportunity for all.

Moving Forward.

Toyota’s spirit of Moving
Forward is characteristic
of our region’s ongoing,
historically-effective
business and industrial
development initiatives.

We of Renasant Bank are pleased to help
promote this progress by continuously
improving our understanding of financial
needs in our communities and then
providing leading-edge services…for our
customers and our future customers being
attracted to the region.
We look forward to the next 100 days.

www.renasantbank.com | Mississippi,Alabama,Tennessee | 1-877-367-5371
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