
Y
ou won’t see this very often: Legislation in-
troduced, passed and signed into law, all
on the same day. But on March 2, Missis-
sippi legislators did just that, giving their
OK to a bond package that ensured Toy-

ota’s presence in Northeast Mississippi.

O
utside the Capitol, the jubilation was tem-
pered – but only slightly – with a more
sober sense of the challenge ahead. As
the CDF’s David Rumbarger remarked,
“We’re officially a boomtown now, and

our work in many ways is just beginning.” 

A done deal
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BY BOBBY HARRISON
Daily Journal Jackson Bureau

JACKSON – By the time the
Mississippi Legislature went
into session at 9 a.m. Friday
morning, the flashing cobalt-
blue Wellspring pins being
handed out by Northeast Mis-
sissippi officials had overrun
the state Capitol. Everybody
was wearing one or trying to get
one.

Less than an hour later, red
Toyota caps were being handed
out on the Senate floor. About
30 minutes after that, boxes
containing more red caps were
opened and the contents dis-
bursed to members of the
House – signifying that the two
chambers had approved with-
out a dissenting vote a $323.9
million bond package to land a
Toyota auto manufacturing
plant near Blue Springs in
Northeast Mississippi.

The historic event was no
time for understatement by the
politicians and economic de-
velopment officials involved in
luring the $1.3 billion Toyota
plant to Blue Springs.

“This is a great day for North-
east Mississippi and a great day
for the entire state,” said Sen.
Nickey Browning, D-Pontotoc,
in whose district the plant will
be located. “I am so proud. It is
the biggest thing to ever hap-
pen to us.”

Lee County District 2 Super-
visor Bobby Smith, who trav-
eled to Jackson on Friday, said,
“This is bigger than life itself. ...
A lot of people put in a lot of
good work on this project and it
is paying off.”

Rep. Jerry Turner, R-Baldwyn,
said, “I just think it is one of the
greatest things to happen for
Northeast Mississippi – espe-
cially in light of the loss of all
the furniture manufacturing
jobs.”

By 4:25 Friday afternoon, the
Toyota legislation had reached
the desk of Gov. Haley Barbour,
who promptly signed the bills
into law. It is rare for legislation
to be introduced and signed
into law in one day.

“Everybody came together

and worked to get this thing
done as quickly as possible,”
said Lt Gov. Amy Tuck. “It
shows the support the project
has.”

A four-part deal
The Legislature had to pass

four pieces of legislation to
complete the Toyota package.
The major bill included the
bond package and tax breaks
for the automaker, which will
employ at least 2,000 people at
the plant where the Highlander
sports utility vehicle will be
produced.

One of the other bills pro-
vides the city of Tupelo the au-
thority to issue $30 million in
bonds to expand its water sys-
tem to Blue Springs if the addi-
tional water is needed.

The other legislation gives
the PUL Alliance, which con-
sists of the counties of Ponto-
toc, Union and Lee, the author-
ity to issue $30 million in bonds
to buy the 2,000 acres at the
Wellspring site where Toyota
will locate. And the legislation
provides the PUL Alliance
counties the authority to issue
up to 2 mills in taxes to pay for
the bonds, though it is not cer-
tain that the tax increase will be
needed.

The legislation flew through,
as if the two chambers were
racing to see which would fin-
ish first. The House took more
time – primarily because
African-American members
wanted assurances that minor-
ity businesses would be able to
participate.

Though there was talk of try-
ing to amend the legislation to
ensure minority participation,
in the end Ways and Means
Chairman Percy Watson, D-
Hattiesburg, one of the longest
serving members of the Leg-
islative Black Caucus, persuad-
ed members not to offer
amendments.

State economic development
officials said Toyota had a good
track record of using minority
businesses in its plants’ opera-
tions.

Though no amendments

were added, Rep. Willie Perkins,
D-Greenwood, said, “I’m serv-
ing warning. I want more par-
ticipation” when negotiating
the next major project.

Time a factor
Watson and others said time

was of the essence in approving
the Toyota package because
work on clearing the land
needs to begin as early as next
week.

Toyota wants to have the site
cleared by May 1, said Gray
Swoope, executive director of
the state’s economic agency,
the Mississippi Development
Authority. The company plans
to start pouring concrete for
the plant by September, he
said.

As the Senate was getting
putting the finishing touches
on the package to complete the
legislation process, Barbour
was standing alone in the corri-
dors of the state Capitol talking
on a cell phone.

Later Barbour said he had
called a Toyota official to in-
form him the process was com-
plete in less than three hours.

“I could hear his jaw drop
and hit his desk,” said Barbour,
who praised both Tuck and
House Speaker Billy McCoy, D-
Rienzi.

“Things won’t be the same
because of the work done to
bring this opportunity to our
region,” McCoy said. “The to-
tality of the possibilities this
day brings for Northeast Mis-
sissippi – not just the three
counties – are not fully compre-
hended yet.”

Saltillo Mayor Bill Williams,
who was among at least 50 offi-
cials from the PUL Alliance to
attend Friday’s session and
scurry back and forth from the
House to the Senate watching
the action, said Toyota will ac-
celerate growth in his city,
which is already growing at 7
percent annually.

“We already are examining
where we need improvements
for the expected growth,” he
said.

– Originally published March 3

$323.9 million bond package: It was all ‘ayes’
Saltillo Mayor Bill
Williams, left, and
Lee County District 2
Supervisors Bobby
Smith, greet Gov.
Haley Barbour mo-
ments after the Sen-
ate approved funding
to give the Wellspring
project the green light
back in March.
Williams and Smith
were among at least
50 officials from the
PUL Alliance who at-
tended the special
session.

Lt. Gov. Amy Tuck
was all smiles as
she tossed out Toy-
ota hats after the
Senate passed  a
$323.9 million bond
package to land a
Toyota auto manu-
facturing plant near
Blue Springs.

Later, it was Rep.
Steve Holland’s turn
to distribute caps in
the House.
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Todd Hannaford 
Branch Manager

Office: 662-407-2253 

Brandy Schulz
Home Mortgage 

Consultant
Office: 662-407-2255 

Cell: 662-213-4478

Michael Williams 
Home Mortgage 

Consultant
Office: 662-407-2254 

Cell: 662-401-8718 

Neely Turner 
Home Mortgage 

Consultant
Office: 662-407-2263 

Cell: 662-871-6070

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage
1413 West Main Street, Suite A • Tupelo, MS

Office Phone 662-407-2251 • Toll Free 1-866-830-7231

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage 
Welcomes Toyota To The
Community

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is proud to be a
preferred lender for Toyota. See us for all your
home financing needs!

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. © 2007 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved.
#47981 5/07-8/07



NORTHEAST MISSISSIPPI DAILY JOURNAL TOYOTA: THE FIRST 100 DAYS JUNE 6, 2007 n PAGE 3I

Tommy Morgan Inc., Realtors 
210 East Main St. • Tupelo
842-3844 • www.tmhomes.com

Sue Golmon,
GRI, ABR, SRS

Multi-Million $$$
Producer

Welcome Toyota!

662-346-1388

Toyota 
timeline

March 2, 9:43 a.m.
Senate passes 

incentive legislation

March 2, 10:17 a.m.
House passes incentive

legislation

March 2, 4:25 p.m.
Legislation reaches desk of

Gov. Haley Barbour, who
promptly signs it

Toyota quotable
“This is

bigger than
life itself.”
Bobby Smith

Lee County Supervisor Bobby
Smith

“I just think
this is one of
the greatest

things to hap-
pen for

Northeast
Mississippi.”

Rep. Jerry Turner
R-Baldwyn

“This is a
great day for

Northeast 
Mississippi

and the entire
state.”

Sen. Nickey Browning
D-Pontotoc

SMITH

TURNER

BROWNING
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The Toyota manufacturing facility means more than 

just new vehicles. It means new jobs and a stronger 

economy for Mississippi. Thanks again, from your 

business friends at Trustmark Bank.

trustmark.com                            Member FDIC

Thanks
Toyota,

for helping 
the wheels 
of industry 

roll in 
Mississippi.

    People you trust.
                          Advice that works.
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YOUR FIRST 100 DAYS HAVE CREATED A LASTING IMPACT ON OUR STATE.

(IT REMINDS US A LOT OF OUR FIRST 100 YEARS.)

x

C O LU M B U S C O R I N T H OX F O R D T U P E L O M E M P H I S

105 S.  Front Street | Tupelo,  Mississ ippi 38802 | 662.842.3871 | mitchellmcnutt.com

A . 1 ion & law
0 nce 1904.

T H E L AW F I R M O F

Mitchell
McNutt
and Sams

mmn005 toyota ad.indd   1 5/18/07   3:54:18 PM

Carolyn Taylor, Rhonda Crestman celebrating 10 years in business in Tupelo.

Snelling Staffing welcomes
TOYOTA
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We welcome you 
into our community. 

Thank you for your trust
and confidence 
in our people.

Homeplace, an affordable
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for Choosing 

North Mississippi.

Welcome
TOYOTA!

BY DENNIS SEID
Daily Journal

JACKSON – David Rumbarger, notes
in hand, leaning forward in his chair,
answered questions concisely, making
sure every legislator crammed into a
Capitol conference room heard and
understood every word he said Friday
morning.

If ever there was a man in a hot seat,
it was the president and CEO of the
Tupelo-based Community Develop-
ment Foundation, charged with mar-
keting the Wellspring Project, the in-
dustrial megasite that Toyota selected
to build its next manufacturing plant.

Rumbarger, along with Mississippi
Development Authority executive di-
rector Gray Swoope, was peppered
with questions – and concerns – about
the deal.

While the House and Senate voted
later to approve the deal, the House
Ways and Means Committee met ear-
lier to work out any wrinkles – and
avoid problems – in the legislation to
provide incentives to Toyota.

The world’s second-largest au-
tomaker announced Tuesday it was
building a $1.3 billion vehicle assem-

bly plant at Wellspring in Blue Springs
and hire 2,000 workers.

A member asked how Itawamba
Community College, Northeast Mis-
sissippi Community College and East
Mississippi Community College
would handle training. Considering
the rivalries that often emerge, he
wasn’t sure how they could work to-
gether so well. Rumbarger quickly
rose to their defense.

“We have for three years worked
with them to have them come togeth-

er to see this Toyota project and others
through, to help with any work force
training and development needs,” he
said. “In fact, it’s patterned after our
PUL Alliance,” he said, referring to the
close collaboration between leaders in
Pontotoc, Union and Lee counties,
who helped develop Wellspring.

A few of the committee members
expressed concerns that the bill was
being rammed through; others said
minority interests were being over-
looked. Potential amendments were
offered to address those concerns,
drawing some uneasy glances and ex-
pressions.

Rumbarger didn’t twitch a muscle,
but he did nod as Mississippi Devel-
opment Authority executive director
Gray Swoope said, “If we make any
significant changes, it will have a
detrimental effect on the project.”

Around 9:20, word had reached the
committee that the Senate Finance
Committee had approved its incentive
bills without amendments. Five min-
utes later, the House committee meet-
ing ended, to the delight of many.

“Let’s go see what’s happening,”
Rumbarger said, to no one in particu-

lar.
He was joined by members of the

PUL contingent, who moved quickly
to the Senate gallery.

At 9:43 a.m., Senate Bill 3215 was
passed. PUL officials in the gallery ap-
plauded as red baseball caps embla-
zoned with the Toyota logo were dis-
tributed.

Rushing across the hall to listen to
the House proceedings, the contin-
gent watched some discussion take
place about House Bill 1773. But like
their Senate colleagues, the House ap-
proved the bill unanimously at exactly
10:17 a.m. Another round of applause
ensued and more hats were distribut-
ed.

All done? Not quite.
There was still some discussion left

with House Ways and Means chair-
man Percy Watson regarding the local
bond bills, which also had to go to the
floor for a vote. And Rumbarger was
again center stage to answer another
round of questions. Sitting next to him
was Three Rivers Planning and Devel-
opment District executive director
Randy Kelley, who also answered a few
questions.

About an hour later, both emerged
unscathed, smiling and shaking sup-
porters’ hands.

An hour after that, Gov. Haley Bar-
bour invited the PUL contingent to
congratulate them – and thank the
Legislature.

Barbour minutes earlier had called
former Toyota Senior Vice President
Dennis Cuneo, who led the site selec-
tion team that picked Wellspring.

“I could hear his jaw drop and hit
his desk that in three hours we had al-
ready gotten this fully passed,” he said.

By this time, Barbour was wearing
one of the 400 flashing Wellspring pins
distributed by PUL leaders. However,
he wasn’t wearing one of the 200 red
Toyota baseball caps that were hand-
ed out after the vote.

No word if he got one of the 400 as-
sorted breakfast biscuits the Northeast
Mississippi contingent had brought
with them as a morning happy for
early arrivals to the legislative session.

“We’re officially a boomtown now,”
Rumbarger said, “and our work in
many ways is just beginning.”

–
Originally published March 3

Rumbarger throws final pitch – and it’s a strike 

DESTE LEE
David Rumbarger, president and CEO of the
Community Development Foundation, had
all the right anwers for legislators in March.
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E
ven with all the good news
erupting from Toyota’s an-
nouncement that it was indeed
building its next North American

assembly plant in Blue Springs, not ev-
eryone is happy.

“Wonder how much this is going to
cost us,” one person grumbled at the
press conference.

Fair question. But when you do the
old cost-benefit analysis, it seems to be a
pretty good trade-off. Toyota invests $1.3
billion, the state puts in $330 million or
so. The world’s second-largest automak-
er will hire some 2,000 construction
workers to build the plant, then hire
2,000 workers to build the Highlander
SUV. And who knows how many spinoff
jobs will be created?

There’s very little to complain about at
this point.

Well, let’s reserve some for those who,
for some unfathomable reason, took
great delight in deriding the Wellspring
Project megasite where the Toyota plant
will be located. It was with sarcasm and
glee they called Wellspring the “the

wishing well” or
“wishspring.”

They probably
didn’t have an ob-
jection to the fact
the good people of
Northeast Missis-
sippi were looking
to attract a major
automaker to the
megasite. I say
“probably” because
it was hard to de-
termine if they saw
any merit at all in
the project.

But they did have an issue with the at-
tempts by regional officials to get the
state to help pay for buying and partially
developing the site. Northeast Mississip-
pi leaders – not just politicans, but busi-
nessmen and women, too – firmly be-
lieved that issuing bonds for that project
would help in marketing the site to po-
tential automakers. But some of the
fiercest opponents to the idea chided,
scolded and belittled the efforts of so

many well-intentioned people.
Opponents claimed we had given up

on the furniture industry, which is far
from the truth. If anything, we’re doing
all we can to keep what we have, but we
also see where the industry is headed.

When you’re stuck in Jackson, or any-
where else outside of Northeast Missis-
sippi, you know very little about the fur-
niture industry. Try spending some time
in the region. Ignorance is NOT bliss.

It’s one thing to disagree with the plan,
but it’s another thing when there’s little
attempt to understand the reasoning be-
hind it and then make cutting remarks
everytime there’s an opportunity.

But all’s well that ends well, right?
Perhaps. We did, after all, land Toyota,

even without the bonds. And there’s no
doubt that the state did everything it
could to push the site to Toyota. And we
are most appreciative.

Still, one has to wonder about the mo-
tivations of those Wellspring bad-
mouthers in the first place. They certain-
ly feel some vindication that Wellspring
got what it wanted without those bonds.

But you have to wonder what they’ll find
wrong next about the project.

From all of us who believed in Well-
spring from the beginning, we bid a
“sayonara” – “goodbye” in Japanese – to
the doubters and detractors.

But we send a big “arrigato” – “thank
you” – to Toyota, to our area leaders and
visionaries and yes, even to the oppo-
nents who inspired us to push that
much harder for the project. And it goes
without saying David Rumbarger, Randy
Kelley, the PUL Alliance and Gov. Haley
Barbour also deserve high praise for sell-
ing Wellspring to Toyota.

I suppose that at the end of the day,
we all got what we wanted. No thanks to
some.

We can certainly forgive. It just might
be a little tough to forget.

– Originally published March 3
Dennis Seid is the business editor at the Daily Journal.
Contact him at dennis.seid@djournal.com

Despite its naysayers, Wellspring a winning site

Dennis
SEID

From all of us
who believed in
Wellspring from
the beginning, we
bid a “sayonara”
– “goodbye” in
Japanese – to the
doubters and 
detractors.
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Thank You For Choosing North Mississippi
W E L C O M E  T O Y O T A

Northeast Mississippians understood more
clearly by week’s end to what degree Toyota’s
announcement Tuesday of a new SUV assembly
plant near Blue Springs in Union County will af-
fect our actions, vision and culture.

First, soon, what has been called for years the
Wellspring Site will be known as Toyota Missis-
sippi – the style used by the company for its
plants in Kentucky, Texas and other states. An
official groundbreaking is scheduled in April.

The echo of applause barely had subsided at
the festive announcement ceremony before at-
tention visibly and audibly turned with great
earnest toward necessary legislation for funding
incentives, empowering counties, beefing up
agencies and generally adding a visible but
complex layer of reality to what is happening al-
most by the hour.

An increasingly profound sense of regional-
ism and connectiveness permeates actions
taken by boards of supervisors in Pontotoc, Lee
and Union counties, by the Tupelo City Council,
and the Legislature.

Cities and towns across the region – but espe-
cially those in closest proximity and most likely
to become “bedrooms” for a Toyota work force
(and construction phase workers) – and sites for
just-in-time suppliers, have kicked into high-
gear discussions about what must be done.
Speed, not haste, is essential because 2010, the

planned opening and production date, is just
around the corner in calendar terms.

The Legislature, acting with appropriate ur-
gency, on Friday passed a package of bills for-
malizing our state’s and region’s commitment to
building the plant. Work probably begins on site

Monday.
It is plain that counties and

cities – and some private
firms – in Northeast Mississippi remain the
foundation upon which the enterprise will be
built.

The PUL Alliance, an outgrowth of regional-
ism demonstrated in the Commission on the
Future of Northeast Mississippi, will use the
state’s incentive commitment to build potable
water and sanitary sewer lines serving the plant
site, connecting with the Northeast Mississippi
Regional Water Supply District lines in Tupelo,
and connecting to the waste lines feeding into
the new Tupelo sewer water treatment plant.

Additionally, taxation authority has been ap-
proved for the PUL counties to levy an addi-
tional two mills related to Toyota, and borrow-
ing authority was approved for interactive
agreements with various government agencies
like the Rural Development Authority.

Water’s importance
One of the local and private bills passed Fri-

day has broader implications than Toyota, but it
definitely is connected and regional.

Under a bill endorsed by the Tupelo City
Council and the Lee County Board of Supervi-
sors, the Northeast Mississippi Regional Water
Supply District would be given an additional
$30 million in bonding authority to use at some
undetermined future time to ensure that the
water supply keeps pace with growth and vol-
ume demand.

Toyota Mississippi will require about 1 mil-
lion gallons daily from the system, which relies
on water in effect guaranteed by the Tennessee-
Tombigbee Waterway capacity. There’s plenty to
meet that demand. However, add the demand
created by anticipated population growth, suc-
cessful recruitment of Toyota suppliers, and all
the other water-using economic expansion
powered by the Toyota presence, and the reason
for the bill becomes perfectly clear.

It does not add anything to capital debt for
any entity until it’s needed; at that point, 50 per-
cent of the bonded debt would be paid by the
same 0.25 percent general sales tax within the
city limits of Tupelo that funded the original
water lines, water pumping, and treatment fa-
cility for the district. The balance would be paid
by user fees and other funding sources, as with
the original distribution system.

The original tax levy was approved by a 95-

plus percent margin countywide.
Plentiful water is essential. Growth stops

without it. Tupelo almost ground to a halt be-
cause it waited until the last minute to resolve
the water issue of the 1990s. That situation can-
not be allowed to redevelop. The bond authori-
ty legislation should enable leaders in the re-
gion to prevent a repeat of it.

Future potential
Toyota announced 2,000 jobs at the new

plant, but there’s obviously hope, even expecta-
tion the jobs number at the plant could go
higher, plus jobs from suppliers.

“I can tell you with the history of this compa-
ny ... they will have a phase two,” Community
Development Foundation President David
Rumbarger told the Tupelo City Council
Wednesday night in a special called meeting.
Maybe it will be a 4,000-employee plant as Gov.
Barbour boldly predicted at Tuesday’s an-
nouncement; maybe it will be fewer.

However the potential of events during the
past week are measured they are without prece-
dent – and they hold unprecedented promise.

The Northeast Mississippi region cannot
waste any of the potential that has unfolded be-
cause it is a virtual once-in-a-lifetime develop-
ment.

– Originally published March 4

Officials work together with sense of urgency, understanding

EDITORIAL
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Congratulations 
Northeast Mississippi 
for PontotocUnionLeeling 
Together.

What’s next?
A few guesses

EXPERTS IN MARCH PREDICTED
THESE CHANGES FOR THE AREA 

BECAUSE OF TOYOTA’S DECISION TO
BUILD AT THE WELLSPRING SITE:

REAL ESTATE
n Tupelo will grow its stock of high-

er-priced housing, retail and office
space but not so much its middle-

class homes, unless plans to annex
land are successful.

n Suburbs, especially to the north,
will continue to attract middle-class

families and grow their residential
bases.

ECONOMY
n For every dollar Toyota invests in
its venture, the community will see

$2-$4 in economic impact over the
life of the venture.

n It will take 10-20 years before the
region experiences the full impact of

this economic growth.
n Some sectors will benefit from

Toyota, but others will suffer, especial-
ly those that stand to lose employees
to more lucrative opportunities creat-

ed by the auto plant.

COMMUNITY
n Toyota will attract suppliers to the
region, whose employees will demand
more amenities from the area’s cities.

This, in turn, will create more restau-
rants, shopping and entertainment

venues.
n The cities that best accommodate
the influx of workers will be the ones

that prosper and grow. Planning for
that future must begin now.



BY DENNIS SEID
Daily Journal

TUPELO – Even before Toy-
ota announced it was building
its next manufacturing plant
nearby, the Tupelo-Lee County
area was already expanding its
industrial base and adding
jobs.

With Toyota, the area is
poised for even greater eco-
nomic and community devel-
opment. At the Community
Development Foundation’s
annual membership meeting
Thursday at the Tupelo Furni-
ture Market, leaders celebrat-
ed a year of success, punctuat-
ed by Toyota’s decision on Feb.
27 that it would build its
eighth North American vehi-
cle assembly plant near Blue
Springs, some 10 miles west of
Tupelo.

The evening was billed “in
the economic development
race, CDF shifts into over-
drive,” and checkered flags
decorated the tables.

It was Tupleo-based CDF
that was charged with market-
ing the Wellspring Project
megasite where the $1.3 bil-
lion facility will be built, and it
was the Lee County Board of
Supervisors who joined their

counterparts from Pontotoc
and Union counties to form
the PUL Alliance that helped
develop the site.

“The results of our partner-
ship are unquestioned,” said
Lee County Board of Supervi-
sors President Phil Morgan.

Who better to help cele-
brate teamwork and partner-
ships than Jim Wiseman, vice
president of external affairs
for Toyota Motor Engineering
and Manufacturing North
America.

“I think that the plant here
will be one of the finest in the
world, and with the feeling of
teamwork here, I believe it will
happen,” he said.

While the Highlander SUV
plant that is to begin opera-
tions by late 2009 will mean
some 2,000 jobs, Wiseman said
Toyota also wants to keep ex-
pectations to a reasonable
level.

Acknowledging that some
suppliers will likely come to
the area, Wiseman said pa-
tience is key.

“It’s not going to all happen
overnight,” he said. “We don’t
tell suppliers where to locate.
We only ask them three things:
We want top quality, we want

competitive prices and we
want on-time delivery. But we
don’t tell them where to go.

“Our hunch is that 10 to 15
will locate in the area in a ra-
dius of 50 to 60 miles of the
plant, which is typical. Howev-
er, don’t hold me to that. But
the significance over time is
profound.”

Wiseman also gave some in-
sight on Toyota’s corporate
culture, which emphasizes
teamwork, problem solving,
kaizen – or continuous im-
provement – and respect for
people.

“We also have respect for
community,” he said. “You’ve
been an outstanding commu-
nity for many years, and we
want to learn from some of
your companies and maybe
even teach them a few things.
Hopefully, you’ll look back 20
years from now and you’ll say
we’ve been a good neighbor.
We want to fit in and join the
community.”

- Originally published April 27
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Welcome

The Officials and
Employees of

The City of Baldwyn

The Board of Directors
and Members of the
Baldwyn Main Street 

Chamber

w w w. c i t y o f b a l d w y n . c o m

from

TOYOTA!

Randy Kelley, Three Rivers
Planning and Development
District executive director,
helped spearhead the landing
of Toyota and attended the
special session for funding in
March.

CDF celebrates Toyota,
banks on more progress



Robert A. Kennedy, M.D.

Laura Crecelius, M.D.
Physicians Board Certified in 
Obstetrics and Gynecology

Melissa L. Barnett, C.R.N.P.
Women’s Health Care 

Nurse Practitioner

OBSTETRICS GYNECOLOGY INFERTILITY

844-0867
1512 Medical Park Circle, Tupelo

We Deliver

You Haul

www.edwardjones.com

Joan Kuykendall
2885 McCullough Blvd.
Belden, MS 38826
662-842-2625

Debbie Arnold
305 West Main St.
Tupelo, MS 38804
662-840-2343

Scott Collins
106 East Main St. Suite A
Tupelo, MS 38804
662-840-3018

Eric Rutledge
1738 Cliff Gookin Blvd.
Tupelo, MS 38801
662-844-4733

John Mark Bourne
12 East Marion St.
Pontotoc, MS 38863
662-489-0170

Lowell Easterling
103 West Bankhead
New Albany, MS 38652
662-538-0066

Katie Grimes
220 North Jefferson St.
Houston, MS 38851
662-456-1446

Dwight Hood
243 North Main St.
Amory, MS 38821
662-256-9296

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Nolan Bowen
132 East Commerce St.
Aberdeen, MS 39730
662-369-6132

Edward Jones 
Welcomes
Toyota to
North
Mississippi.

Member SIPC

BY BOBBY HARRISON
Daily Journal Jackson Bureau

JACKSON – Toyota and the
officials who played a key role
in recruiting the automaker to
Northeast Mississippi were the
stars of the Mississippi Eco-
nomic Council’s annual meet-
ing in Jackson.

Much of statewide business
gathering centered on the suc-
cessful process used to attract
the $1.3 billion Toyota assem-
bly plant near Blue Springs,
about 10 miles west of Tupelo.

More than 1,000 people from
across the state heard how offi-
cials in the three-county area of
Pontotoc, Union and Lee
worked together to develop the
Wellspring Project industrial
site that Toyota eventually se-
lected. They were urged to de-
velop the Northeast Mississippi
model across the state.

Randy Kelley, executive di-
rector of the Three Rivers Plan-
ning and Development Dis-
trict, which helped form the
PUL Alliance, said the coalition
“was laughed at statewide”

when it was formed in 2001.

Bucking the trend
David Rumbarger, president

of the Tupelo-based Communi-
ty Development Foundation,
said Toyota’s decision to locate
in Northeast Mississippi
bucked national trends – other
automakers had located just
outside of major metropolitan
areas.

The key to Northeast Missis-
sippi’s success in attracting
Toyota was emphasis on the
area’s unusually large manufac-
turing work force, he told MEC
members.

Another key was that the al-
liance secured the land where
Toyota would locate, Kelley
noted.

Tom Weston, a senior project
manger for TVA, said Northeast
Mississippi officials have a long
history of working together for
the betterment of the whole re-
gion.

“Regional development has
been practiced for a long time
so they are pretty good at it,” he

remarked.
All speakers agreed that Gov.

Haley Barbour’s hands-on ap-
proach was key in attracting
the plant to the area.

“Without Haley Barbour, we
would not be here today,” said
Dennis C. Cuneo, a retired Toy-
ota senior vice president, who
still works as a consultant and
led the effort that resulted in
Toyota’s Wellspring choice.

But Cuneo also said other of-
ficials played important roles in
the selection of Northeast Mis-
sissippi in February. He said the
company was getting ready to
announce Wellspring as the site
for the new plant “on nothing
more than a handshake” be-
cause the Legislature had not
yet approved the incentive
package.

But he said the company felt
comfortable doing so after
meeting with legislative leaders
and seeing the passion House
Speaker Billy McCoy, D-Rienzi,
showed for the project.

– Originally published May 3
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Toyota talk dominates
annual MEC meeting

At the end of
March’s speciall

session, Gov. Haley
Barbour thanked the

Legislature and the
legislative

leaderhship for mov-
ing so quickly.



MEC IS WORKING TO BRING

Welcome

TOYOTA
Congratulations

PUL
ALLIANCE

Your Teamwork
Is Providing

Great Dividends
For Our Great State

Teamwork Is The Key To Successful
Economic Development

Learn more at www.mec.ms
Mississippi Economic Council — The State Chamber of Commerce

P.O. Box 23276 Jackson, MS 39225 — 1-800-748-7626
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